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INTRODUCTION 

he ICMR daily meat requirement of a 

healthy adult is 10.75 kg/head/year, 

the average meat availability in the 

state is about 12 % of the same, implying that 

there is a huge gap between demand and 

supply and thus goat rearing could not only 

improve protein intake in the state, but it will 

also create great employment opportunities for 

the state's rural unemployed youth. Goat 

rearing is an age - old rural farmer's avocation 

that is primarily managed by women. Unlike 

other meat producing animals, goat meat is 

consumed by all segments of society, 

regardless of caste or religion. As a result, a 

little scientific assistance would aid in 

providing farmers with livelihood security 

T 

ABSTRACT 

The climate and food habits of the Assam are ideal for goat rearing. Because approximately 

80 % of the state's population is not vegetarian, there is a high demand for meat, particularly 

chevon meat, which is a delicacy for all segments of the state's population. A successful dairy 

goat industry necessitates maximum cooperation among goat breeders, milk producers, 

cheese and other dairy goat product manufacturers, distributors, and retail outlets. To 

promote it as a niche product alongside the meat market, a coordinated effort from breeding 

to marketing is required. 
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through goat husbandry. Assam Hill Goats 

(AHG) are commonly found in the plains of 

the Brahmaputra and Barak valleys, as well as 

the hilly tracts of Dima Hasao and Karbi 

Anglong. These goats are primarily of the meat 

variety, producing high quality meat. Their 

body size is smaller than that of many of the 

country's goat breeds. The Assam Hill goat is 

well known for its high prolificacy, fertility 

and fecundity as well as a high percentage of 

twinning and even triplet or quadruplet 

kiddings. Other goat germ plasm infusion is 

thus not recommended for improving the 

genetic potentiality of the Assam goat 

population. Improvements can only be sought 

through selection and straight/pure breeding. 

The primary goal of the policy is to improve 

the genetics of the local goat population 

through selective breeding.  

In each district, a nucleus herd of 200 Assam 

local goat does and 20 bucks will be 

established, initially chosen from the field 

based on conformation traits, dam 

performance, and so on. Breeding these 

animals in the nucleus herd will produce male 

and female offsprings, which will be chosen 

based on the growth, body conformation, dam 

performance, and other factors, and will be 

allowed to mate for further progeny 

propagation. 

Crossbreeding with other improved goat 

breeds is also prohibited by the policy. Strict 

measures would be implemented to prevent 

inbreeding in the nucleus herd. The best males 

born from these matings will now be used as 

breeding buck and distributed in the field or 

block for extensive use through AI or natural 

service in the females at the farmer's house. 

Goat milk and its products have played an 

important role in the economic viability of 

many parts of the world, particularly in 

developing countries. Goat milk can be used to 

make a variety of manufactured products such 

as fluid products (low fat, fortified, or 

flavoured), fermented products such as cheese, 

yoghurt, or buttermilk, frozen products such as 

 

ice cream or frozen yoghurt, butter, and 

condensed and powdered products. Cheese, on 

the other hand, has traditionally been the most 

important commercial goat milk product 

produced and consumed in large quantities 

around the world.   

In Assam, goats are primarily raised for meat. 

Goat rearing, also known as "Poor Man's 

Cow," is practised by a large number of people 

across the country, particularly rural landless, 

small, and marginal farmers. According to the 

2012 livestock census, Assam has 61.69 lakh 

goats. Because of the low capital investment, 

high fecundity, and higher feed conversion 

efficiency, goat farming has traditionally been 

a secondary source of income for many rural 

households in Assam. The Assam Hill Goat is 

a good meat breed with a high fecundity but a 

low milk yielder. 

In terms of total milk production in India, goats 

contribute only 3.5 %.  However, due to the 

high value of goat milk, dairy goat breeds in 

India can be promoted for milk production. 

Goat milk contains smaller digestible fat 

globules, making it a type of health drink. Goat 

milk is easier to digest and more medicinal 

than cow milk. Milking a female goat several 

times per day is possible.  

VARIOUS PROJECTS/SCHEMES 

UNDER ANIMAL HUSBANDRY & 

VETERINARY DEPARTMENT, ASSAM 

FOR GOATERY DEVELOPMENT: 

Area Development Scheme (ADS) of 

NABARD, 2018 - 23: NABARD has 

developed an Area Development Scheme 

(ADS) on goat rearing for the state's six 

districts (Barpeta, Chirrang, Darrang, Nalbari, 

Baska, and Tinsukia) in order to improve the 

rural livelihoods and to address the 

unemployment and underemployment among 

rural youth. 

STRENGTHS OF GOAT HUSBANDRY 

IN ASSAM: 

1.  Significantly large population size. 
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2.  The animals are well adapted to the state's 

hot and humid agro - climatic conditions.  

3.  Climate stress tolerance, disease 

resistance, low quality feeds, and poor 

management.  

4.  Due to the small body size, there is little 

capital investment and production input. 

5.  There are no religious restrictions on 

consumption or rearing. 

6.  Higher feed conversion efficiency and 

suitability for small farm systems. 

WEAKNESS OF GOAT HUSBANDRY IN 

ASSAM: 

1.  There is a scarcity of superior breeding 

buck. 

2.  Indiscriminate breeding 

3.  Poor marketing facilities. 

4.  There is a lack of a breeding policy and a 

coordinated breed development 

programme. 

5.  Lack of breed societies 

6.  Inadequate and substandard 

slaughterhouses 

ASSAM STATE GOAT BREEDING 

POLICY ACTION PLAN (2018-2023)  

1. Breed Improvement Strategy 

People in Assam raise goats in small numbers 

for milk and meat production. 

However, the majority of income from goats 

comes from the sale of live animals at market 

age. Farmers prefer to rear only the Assamese 

goat due to its high fecundity and adaptation to 

almost zero - input management practises. 

Thus, the infusion of other goat germ plasm is 

not recommended for improving the genetic 

potentiality of the Assam goat population. 

Only through selection and straight or pure 

breeding will improvements be sought. A few 

elite flocks of local goats will be established 

for this purpose. Growth, conformation, 

fecundity, and other factors will be used to 

select breeding animals in these flocks. The 

emphasis will be on maximising genetic gain 

through the selection of breeding bucks and 

their extensive use in female goats via 

Artificial Insemination or natural service. The 

strategy includes selection of parent stock of 

the high merit value of local goat, rearing and 

breeding in nucleus farm through selective 

breeding in order to get pure 100 %, F-1 

progeny, breeding of pure F-1 progeny (doe) 

with selected buck of parent stock, selection 

and breeding for a few years so as to obtain 

high quality germ plasm, A.I at farmers 

doorstep and natural service for multiplication 

and setup of a frozen goat semen station. 

2. Strengthening of Govt. Goat Farm 

At the moment, the Assam Animal Husbandry 

and Veterinary Department has two goat farms 

in Howly, Barpeta and Borholla, Titabor and 

Jorhat, and two goat farms in autonomous 

councils, Silonijan in Karbi Anglong and 

Panbari under BTAD (Bodoland Territorial 

Area Districts). The construction of a goat 

farm in Cachar and Silchar is nearing for 

completion. 

To supply quality goat to the farmers, with full 

operation. Three of the aforementioned Goat 

Breeding Farms, located in the state's three 

different agro - climatic zones, must be 

strengthened as a Nucleus Farm with pure 

local goat. Apart from two new nucleus goat 

farms in Tezpur and Rani, a nucleus farm in 

Guwahati may be built to facilitate selective 

breeding. 

STRATEGY FOR GOAT 

DEVELOPMENT THROUGH CLUSTER 

APPROACH: 

The project's goal is to end poverty by 

promoting income generation through goatery 

development. Ending hunger by achieving 

food security, improving nutrition, and 

conserving local breeds through sustainable 
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and scientific operations. Everyone's health is 

ensured by animal protein supplements. 

Bringing about gender equality and 

empowering all women and girls. Water 

sustainability is ensured through good 

management practises, the promotion of 

sustainable economic growth, and the 

construction of resilient infrastructure. 

Maintaining food safety standards ensures a 

sustainable consumption and production 

pattern. The main objectives of the project will 

be as follows: 

1. Strengthening of the government goat 

farms to demonstrate good goat 

husbandry practises and to produce 

quality kids for rearing on farmers' fields.  

2. To upgrade the indigenous goat stock 

through the introduction of high quality 

germplasm. 

3. To promote the best feeding, health care 

and housing practises. 

4. Establishing a link with the market to 

improve the price realisation. 

5. Strengthening member’s capacity to 

interact with the development 

organisations.  

6. Increasing goat rearing among rural 

women through a semi - intensive system. 

7. Increasing output by reducing 

preventable diseases, parasitic 

infestation, and so on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8. Advancing the livestock quality 

management. 

CONCLUSIONS:  

The Assam government had put in place well-

thought-out strategies bring about a positive 

change in the outcomes of goat rearing in the 

state and thus boost the state's economy. 

However, the efforts of both public and private 

sector workers will determine the fate of the 

schemes. 
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