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INTRODUCTION 

pproximately 21.9 % of Assam's 

population lives in poverty (Human 

Census, 2011, Govt. of India).  And 

people's economic upliftment has been a major 

challenge, however pigs can play an important 

role to enhance the state's socio - economic 

life. Assam's pig population is dominated by 

unremarkable local varieties as well as 

genetically graded pigs and hybrids. Local 

pigs are small in size and have low 

A 
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The goal of the "Assam Pig Development Project" is to enhance the income of pig rearing 

farmers, entrepreneurs, NGO's, cooperative societies, and others in order to achieve the 

Honourable Prime Minister's goal of doubling farmer’s income, which could be accomplished 

only by importing the superior germplasm with high genetic merit and then crossing it with 

the low productive indigenous pig breeds to produce crossbred pigs that will perform better 

and yield higher harvest for the pig farmers. To meet the dietary recommended levels of 

livestock products for a population of 1.7 billion people, the livestock sector should produce 

186.2 million tonnes of milk, 18.7 million tonnes of meat, and 306 billion eggs per year by 

2050, as per Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR) which means that current 

production levels of milk, meat, and eggs would have to be increased by 1.5, 3, and 4.7 times, 

respectively. In order to fulfil such huge demand rather than increasing the number of 

animals, improving genetics through a breed improvement programme may be a better 

strategy for meeting the required demand for animal protein. 
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productivity, but they are highly adaptable to 

harsh management conditions. In Assam, these 

pigs are traditionally raised as scavengers 

using a zero - input system so they are not 

suitable for commercial purposes and as a 

result, crossbreds and graded pigs are gaining 

popularity. Even entrepreneurs have expressed 

an interest in raising pure superior exotics, 

despite the fact that there is no provision to 

support their desire. So, in this review the 

present scenario, action plans for both 

government and private sector along with five 

- year action plan will be discussed. 

PRESENT SITUATION: 

According to the 2012 Livestock Census, the 

total pig population in Assam was 16,36,022, 

accounting for 15.89 % of the total pig 

population in India. Pig meat production 

accounted for 18,730 tonnes, compared to 

46,870 tonnes of total meat output in 2016 - 

17, and the total requirement is 3,63,000 

tonnes (Integrated Sample Survey Report 2016 

- 17). The imported breeds and breeding plan 

will adhere to the State Pig Breeding Policy, 

Assam 2018, and the breeds to be considered 

for import include Hampshire, Large Black, or 

Large White Yorkshire.  

The establishment of five Nucleus Farms in the 

state's five different climatic zones was 

planned. Despite the fact that the IPDPNE has 

proposed 109 exotic breeding pigs (27 boars 

and 82 sows), only three Nucleus Farms in 

three different climatic zones of the state 

would initially be set up as "30 sow units." In 

addition to the intended natural cross-

breeding, the project included a component of 

artificial insemination by liquid sperm in 

regions that were practicable and accessible, 

and will be carried out according to IPDPNE's 

proposed plan. In addition to the government 

sector, the private sector will be involved in 

improving productivity. 

Assam Agri-Business and Rural 

Transformation Project (APART), Area 

Development Scheme – NABARD (ADS-

NABARD), National Livestock Mission 

(NLM), Rastriya Krishi Vikash Yojana 

(RKVY), State Owned Priority Development 

– General (SOPD-G), and other initiatives are 

being used to boost the productivity. Families 

raising pigs who were not covered by the 

aforesaid initiatives will receive assistance 

from the private sector. 188278 pig-raising 

families from across the state have been 

identified and will be organised into groups for 

this purpose. Farmer Producer 

Organization/Farmer Producer Company 

(FPO/ FPC) had been proposed under Assam 

Milk, Meat and Egg Mission Society 

(AMMEMS) for the next 5 years to cover all 

of these groups. A Five-Year Action Plan had 

been established to increase the state's pig 

scenario, taking into account the likely support 

to private investors in the form of incentives 

and subsidies in the pig sector. As a result, 

support for the establishment of small, 

medium, and large pig farms, state-of-the-art 

pig farms, indigenous breed pig farms, pork 

processing units, and feed production units has 

been offered for interested state 

farmers/entrepreneurs. For the purpose 

1,88,278 pig rearing families all over the state 

have been identified and will be organized in 

groups. To cover all these groups, Farmer 

Producer Organization/Farmer Producer 

Company (FPO/ FPC) had been proposed 

under Assam Milk, Meat and Egg Mission 

Society (AMMEMS) for the next 5 years. 

Considering the probable support to private 

investors in the form of incentives and 

subsidies under pig sector, a Five-Year Action 

Plan have been developed to boost the pig 

scenario of the state. Accordingly, support to 

establish pig farms of small, medium, large, 

pig farms of indigenous breed, pork processing 

units and feed production units have been 

proposed to the interested farmers and 

entrepreneurs of the state.  

PIG DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES IN 

THE GOVERNMENT SECTOR ACTION 

PLAN (2019 - 2024): 

Strengthening of government pig farm is of 

utmost important under this section. At 
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present, the Animal Husbandry & Veterinary 

Department, Assam have 19 government pig 

farms out of which 16 farms are operating, but 

at a reduced capacity. In order to supply 

quality piglets to the farmers, all the farms 

need to be made operational to its full capacity. 

At least five pig breeding farms in the state's 

five different agro - climatic zones must be 

strengthened as nucleus farms with pure line 

parent stock, and all other pig breeding farms 

must be strengthened as Multiplication Farms. 

A total of 4 government pig farms will be 

developed as nucleus farm and 6 government 

pig farms will be developed as multiplier farms 

under the project. All other farms at farmers 

field will be considered as commercial piglet 

production and finishing units. Furthermore, 

the establishment of a pig breeding farm in 

Dhubri, Bongaigaon, Kokrajhar for the 

conservation of germplasm of local pig 

(Doom) may also be considered under the 

government sector. 

Some of the different projects under Animal 

Husbandry & Veterinary Department, Assam 

are: 

1. Assam Agri - Business and Rural 

Transformation Project (APART): The 

project will be implemented in 16 

selected districts over a seven year period. 

Production, aggregation, processing, and 

marketing will all be covered by the Pork 

Value Chain (PVC). The project will be 

carried out in a cluster approach and as a 

service provider, 224 pig bandhus will be 

assigned to the chosen cluster. 

2. Area Development Scheme (ADS) of 

NABARD, 2019 - 24: NABARD has 

developed an Area Development Scheme 

(ADS) on Pig Farming for 23 districts in 

the state in order to improve rural 

livelihoods and provide a viable solution 

to rural youth unemployment and 

underemployment. 

3. National Livestock Mission (NLM): 

NLM has proposed a pig development 

scheme to assist state pig rearers. During 

2018 - 19, a total of 200 units will be 

taken. Each of the 200 farmers will 

receive one boar and three sows as part of 

the scheme. 

4. Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana (RKVY): 

Under RKVY 2018 - 19, a Pig 

Development Project through Farmer 

Producer Organization (FPO) has been 

proposed. The project will be carried out 

by forming the Pig Rearer's Group (PRG) 

and will benefit a total of 800 

beneficiaries.  

5. Unified Pig Production Development 

Project (UPPDeP) – The Nazira Pilot 

Model: From the 26th week of operations, 

the Nazira Pilot Model is a sequential 

production arrangement system of 26 

UPPDeP clusters to ensure 36 - 40 

finisher pigs per day, 5 days a week, all 

year. It will benefit 1,300 households by 

producing 9-10% of the daily demand of 

the upcoming Pork Processing Plant all 

year. It will cover 260 Breeding Units 

(BU) with a male:female ratio of 1:4 and 

1,040 Fattening Units (FU) with 5 pigs 

each. The total cost of the Nazira Pilot 

Model is Rs. 29.60 crore, with the 

government contributing Rs. 11.04 crore. 

PIG DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES IN 

THE PRIVATE SECTOR ACTION PLAN 

(2019 - 2024): 

First year plans constitute 23 districts which 

has been categorized as small, medium and 

large pig farming. A grand total of 1,358 lakhs 

have been estimated for the plan where 

breeding of both exotic bred and indigenous 

bred (Dhoom) will be included. All the 

remaining year plan activities remains the 

same with the difference in estimated amount. 

CONCLUSIONS 

The Assam government had implemented the 

well-crafted strategies that comprised all the 

leftout sections to bring about a positive 
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change in the outcomes of piggery rearing in 

the state in order to boost the state's economy. 

However, the efforts of manpower from both 

the public and private sectors will determine 

the fate of the schemes. 
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