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INTRODUCTION 

isheries conflicts are among the 

persistent problems affecting the 

security of food, livelihoods and fishing 

environments crucial to poor fishing 

communities. Most conflicts arise from 

excessive fishing efforts due to increasing 

population and economic motivations. 

Conflicts are not all undesirable as some 

disputes become a catalyst for much-needed 

reforms for policy and economic 

improvements. The fisheries are a source of 

food and income for the growing number of 

fishing households living at the subsistence 

level in the different regions.  The natural 
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hazards, including the increasing problems of 

coastal erosion, high power tides, cyclones, the 

climate change-induced risks, especially, 

floods, tsunami, sea-wave formations, etc, 

seriously impact the livelihoods of the coastal 

communities in the different states. Last year, 

the coastal regions of India, especially in the 

states of Kerala and Tamil Nadu, have 

experienced major problems caused by the 

devastating cyclone which cause heavy 

damage to coastal community. 

Important challenges facing the fishing 

community in India: A Review  

There are innumerable evidences to suggest 

that the coastal regions of India have been 

facing serious developmental challenges 

arising from a host of factors, mostly classified 

as anthropogenic and natural hazards related 

factors. In fact, the fishery resources face 

increasing scarcity due to declining stock of 

fisheries, arising from factors, such as:  

(a) increasing problems of climate related 

risks 

(b) increasing competition from private and 

commercial sectors with large and 

mechanised boats 

(c) the rising pollution levels in the seas/ 

marine ecosystems adversely affecting 

the fish stock. major challenges faced by 

the coastal regions/ communities in India 

Fish catch related challenges 

Due to the mechanization of the fisheries 

sector over the time there is decreasing trend 

of fish stock, in water body due to over fishing 

& overuse of resources has been the major 

problem to fish stock. The onset of 

globalisation has further augured the fishery 

sector crisis in India, including Kerala; 

whereby the marine sector is wide open for 

both traditional fishermen and commercial 

operators leading to tough competition 

between the two for the already shrunk fishery 

resources. 

Pollution related challenges 

The threat of plastic is a big issue for the 

marine sector. The global production and 

consumption of plastics has continued to rise 

and it is estimated that nearly 269,000 tons of 

synthetic corresponding to 5.25 trillion plastic 

particles is floating in the world’s oceans. It is 

now widely acknowledged that marine 

littering is a ‘common concern of humankind 

and the key to reducing future dumping of 

plastic into the sea can be achieved by raising 

awareness amongst the international 

community, fishermen and coastal 

communities. 

Community and policy related challenges 

There are fishing community related policies 

which are to be developed so as to understand 

the fisheries managing policies in different 

places. It was found that relative placemaking 

will clarify native goals and needs and is so of 

nice effectiveness to the fisheries management 

decision-making method. 

Coastal infrastructure deficiency 

The coastal zone of different states has large 

number of structures such as seawalls, groyne 

and breakwaters. For the protection of natural 

beaches, coast it’s necessary to take proper 

measure. The ocean is still continuing the 

destruction. If this condition is allowed to 

continue, there's a probability of the sea 

reaching the Western Ghats in not - thus - way 

- off - future. 

Sea-level rise and Climate Change Impacts 

on Coastal Regions 

A rise within the water level is probably going 

to have important implications on the coastal 

population and agricultural performance of 

Bharat. A one-meter rise in water is projected 

to displace lose to the varied impacts, expected 

as a result 7.1 5764 sq.km area are lost together 

with 4200 km of road in Kerala. The key 

climate-connected risks within the coastal 

zone embrace tropical cyclones, water level 
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rise and changes in temperature and 

precipitation. 

Major problems reported by the coastal 

communities 

The major problems were identified based on 

a survey and included:  

(a) Drinking water supply and availability 

problems;  

(b) Health related problems caused by poor 

water supply provisions;  

(c) The amount spent for treatment during 

rainy season due to drinking contaminated or 

poor-quality water;  

(d) Sanitation situation in the households, etc. 

In the certain coastal area of states mining of 

beach sand and development related 

environment degradation are the major 

problems faced by residents. All these 

problems have reportedly affected the 

livelihoods of the communities in several 

ways, including a decline in fish catch, loss of 

livelihood opportunities, etc. It has been 

reported by the sample households that 

developmental studies in the name of tourism 

are destructing the highly delicate ecosystem 

of the coast. Developers are as well destroying 

the mangroves identified as 'tidal forests,’ 

which comprise the fascinating ecosystem. 

Conflicts in Capture Fisheries Sector: 

Marine and Inland fisheries: 

Conflicts between India and Neighbouring 

countries: 

• Primarily arises from fishermen's 

violations of national jurisdiction while in 

the pursuit of fish.  

• Fishermen are lacking navigational 

devices which can forewarn fisherman 

from trespassing their jurisdiction.  

• Political problem between India-Pakistan 

and Tamil problem causing tensions 

between India-Sri Lanka. 

• Fishermen in Okha in Gujarat 

accidentally trespassing Indian 

jurisdiction being caught by Pak navy 

patrols. 

• Fishermen in Rameshwaram in T.N. 

being caught by Sri Lankan navy.  

• Conflicts over marine fisheries in India 

and Bangladesh are rather rare. 

Conflicts between states: 

• Conflicts occur mainly between 

southwestern states and south eastern 

states. (Goa, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 

Kerala.) 

• It essentially is because of differential 

fishing ban period during monsoon.  

• There is no demarked boundary between 

states in the marine region. (Each state 

has their jurisdiction up to 12 nm towards 

sea) 

Conflicts between fishermen using two 

levels of technology: 

• Large scale industrial fishing vessel and 

small-scale fishing vessel. 

• Inshore and deep-sea fishing vessel.  

• Trawlers and Purse-seiners.      

Regional conflicts between fishermen: 

• Between fishermen from one state to the 

other.  

• Between fishermen from one harbour to 

the other. 

Conflicts between fishermen and industries: 

• Mangalore coast is conspicuously noted 

for conflicts of fisherfolk with industries.  
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• Inland Fisheries: accounted the conflicts 

in reservoir fisheries and riverine 

fisheries. Culture Fisheries Sector 

(Aquaculture)  

Social conflicts and aquaculture: 

Conflicts between the shrimp farmers and 

fishermen: 

• The shrimp farms do not provide access 

to the beach for traditional fishermen who 

have to reach the sea from the village. 

A typology of fishery conflicts: 

• In most fisheries, there appears to be little 

space available to increase long-term 

sustainable fishery benefits simply by 

increasing production.  

The fishery policy tools are generally 

limited to: 

1) Increasing the efficiency of harvesting 

and of management 

2) Making allocation decisions, particularly 

determining who has the privilege of 

access to the fish available for capture. 

Fishery Jurisdiction:  

Involving fundamental conflicts over who 

owns the fishery, who controls, access to it, has 

is the optimal form of fishery management, 

and what should be the role played by 

governments in the fishery system.  

Management mechanisms:  

Concerning relatively short-term issues arising 

in the development and implementation of 

fishery management plans, typically involving 

fishers/ governments in the fishery system.  

Internal allocation: 

Involving conflicts arising within the specific 

fishery system, between different user groups 

and rear types, as well as between fishers, 

processors and other players. 

External allocation:  

Incorporating the wide range of conflicts 

arising between internal fishery players and 

outsiders, including foreign fleets, aqua-

culturists, non-fish industries (such as tourism 

and forestry) and indeed the public at large. 

Responsible Fishing Methods and 

Practices: 

Guidelines associated with use and 

development of fishing gear and practices 

delineated in the Code focus on  

(i)  selective fishing gear and practices  

(ii) environment friendly fishing gears  

(iii)  energy conservation in harvesting and 

 iv)  enhancement of resource (FAO 1995) 

The CCRF is purely voluntary. The best 

way to follow these codes will be 

adoption of co-management 

Specific pointers from CCRF, in responsible 

fishing and practices, adaptable to Kerala 

include the following:  

• Evolve regionalized consensus Code of 

Conduct for Responsible Fishing, in close 

participation with all stake holders 

(traditional, motorized and mechanized 

fishermen organizations) fisheries 

research organizations and fisheries 

managers 

• Take measures to control open access by 

strict enforcement of a system of licenses 

(authorization to fish) in traditional 

motorized and mechanized sectors. 

• Develop ecosystem-based fishery 

management regime, in collaboration 

with the union Government and 

neighboring maritime states sharing the 

same fishery-related marine eco system 

services  

• Identify and delimit protected areas in 

marine and inland water ecosystems  
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• Periodically revalidate maximum 

sustainable yield of resources in the 

existing fishing grounds and determine 

fishing units in each category for 

sustainable harvesting of resources 

• Maintain registry of all fishing vessels in 

waters under state jurisdiction with all 

essential details  

• Evolve regulations and promote use of 

life saving, fire-fighting and 

communication equipment for safety of 

fishermen  

• Evolve regulations for mandatory survey 

of mechanized fishing vessels • 

• Promote selective fishing gear and 

practices • optimum mesh size in trawl 

cod-ends 

• Escape windows in fish and lobster traps  

• Evolve an efficient Monitoring Control 

and Surveillance (MCS) system  

• Promote effective use of Geographical 

Information System for fisheries 

management; monitoring and control of 

fishing effort and energy use  

• Evolve an promote a package of practices 

for energy conservation in fish harvesting  

• Evolve a mandatory programme of 

training and certification for non-

motorized, motorized and mechanized 

fishermen in safe navigation responsible 

fishing, log keeping and reporting. 

• Optimum hook size and shape for lines  

• Square mesh windows in trawls  

• By catch reduction devices in trawls  

 

 

 

• Turtle excluder device in trawls  

• Trawl designs with improved resource 

specificity 

• Optimum mesh size for gill nets  

• Optimum mesh size for purse seines 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: 

• Institutional partnership in research and 

development. 

• Building non-fishery human capacity to 

reduce fishing capacity. 

• Promote and harmonize action plans 

through good governance. 

• Advocate management interventions and 

politicize security threats. 
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