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INTRODUCTION 

he category of sustainable tourism 

includes ecotourism. The primary 

reason poor nations are now embracing 

ecotourism and incorporating it into their 

economic development and conservation 

policies is because of its perceived promise as a 

viable instrument for sustainable development. 

Visiting natural regions to learn, study, or 

engage in ecologically friendly activities are 

known as ecotourism, and it is an alternative 

kind of travel that promotes the social and 

economic advancement of local communities 

(Kiper, 2013). Fishing offers benefits for leisure 

in addition to serving as a significant source of 

protein and assisting critical ecosystem 

processes. Many travellers are growing 

disinterested in the standard sun, sand, and sea 

vacation packages and preferring to partake in 

more active experiences. Fishing activities and 

learning about societies with a long history of 

fishing may be important attractions for some 

people. As a result, emphasis to fisheries-based 

ecotourism (FbE) has increased recently 

(Mozumder et al., 2018). Due to their isolation 
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ABSTRACT 
Trips for recreational fishing make up a sizable portion of the tourism industry in many 
nations. The need for novel tourism products and the need to identify new revenue streams 
for fisheries in order to make them more profitable and sustainable can both be addressed 
by linking fisheries to tourism. This raises the question of whether India may be promoted 
as a destination for Fisheries-Based Ecotourism (FbE). The prospects for ecotourism in India 
have been investigated in various ways, but the viability of FbE in particular has not received 
enough attention. This study examines the idea of FbE in the context of India and considers 
potential effects on socioeconomic community life as well as the environment based on a 
survey of the literature and stakeholder interviews. 
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and the idea that they contain "unspoiled" 

habitats, isolated sites are becoming more and 

more popular for ecotourism in the developing 

world (Butler et al., 2020).  

The most important fisheries for emerging 

nations are coastal ones. According to 

contemporary estimates, developing nations are 

home to 97% (or 36 million) of the world's 

fishermen, and 88% (or 107 million) of the 

world's fishery and fish trade workers are 

employed in developing nations' coastal 

fisheries (Uddin et al., 2021; Patel, 2020). 

Conceptual Framework 

Their idea was appealing since it had a solid 

foundation in economic, social, and 

environmental issues. Activities that promote 

sustainable fishing should be classified as; 

(Sarkar et al., 2020). 

 Showing respect for the socio-cultural 

identity of the local community, working to 

preserve cultural and traditional values, and 

fostering intercultural understanding and 

tolerance.  

 Making the best use of natural resources, 

proper environmental management 

procedures, and efforts to preserve 

biodiversity. 

 Enabling all parties concerned to have 

steady work and access to more chances for 

revenue generation will ensure genuine and 

long-lasting economic improvement in the 

society. Additionally, the ability of all 

parties involved in the tourism industry to 

boost financial benefits, including the 

potential to promote social, cultural, and 

environmental legacy, is a key component 

of sustainable tourism (Uddin et al., 2021).  

Challenges of FbE   

Within the largest sector in the world, tourism, 

particularly marine and coastal tourism, is one 

of the fastest expanding segments. When the 

amount of tourist use exceeds the environment's 

capacity to handle it due to failure to maintain 

changes brought about within acceptable 

boundaries, tourism has a negative impact. 

Numerous natural regions across the world are 

potentially threatened by unrestrained 

conventional tourism. As a result, 

consequences include soil erosion, increased 

pollution, waste discharges into the ocean, loss 

of natural habitat, and greater strain on 

endangered species may occur. Beautiful 

landscape locations, like sand beaches, lakes, 

riversides, mountain summits, and slopes, are 

frequently transitional zones with diverse 

ecosystems. Such ecosystems are typically 

harmed by tourism, to mention one of their 

physical effects. Fish caught by anglers are 

typically released. However, if they are not 

released properly, there may be significant 

post-release mortality (Phelan et al., 2020).  

 

Figure 1.  A conceptual framework for tourism 

based on sustainable fisheries has been adopted 

Management Strategy of FbE in India  

Developing a sustainable FbE in India requires 

a thoroughly thought-out management plan. It 

is conceivable to begin FbE in practise with the 

right guidelines in order to make India's aquatic 

ecosystems and surrounding landmass a driver 

of the country's economy. Here, we offer a 

three-part strategic framework for FbE 

management in India: a focus on promising 

industries, research-based data collection, and 

FbE governance. Implementing a FbE 

management framework: Building a thriving 

tourism destination is not something that can be 

done just by the government or by a single, 

strong tourism agency. Planning, management, 

and decision-making for tourism destinations 
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require the cooperation of numerous public and 

private sector parties. Effective collaboration is 

essential for the development of sustainable 

tourism because it not only helps to create safe 

networks among different stakeholders but also 

makes it possible for those stakeholders to 

acquire the resources they need to fulfil their 

objectives. Research organisations, 

governmental organisations, donor 

organisations, foreign NGOs, local NGOs, tour 

operators for recreational fishing, and villages 

with fishermen are among potential players in 

India's FbE industry (Meenakumari et al., 2012; 

Piratheepa et al., 2021).  

Implementation of a FbE management 

framework:  

Effective collaboration is essential for the 

development of sustainable tourism because it 

not only facilitates the creation of safe networks 

between various stakeholders but also gives 

those stakeholders access to the resources they 

need to realise their objectives. Research 

organisations, governmental organisations, 

donor organisations, foreign NGOs, local 

NGOs, tour operators for recreational fishing, 

and villages with fishermen are among potential 

players in India's FbE industry. Integration of 

all FbE stakeholders is required to put the 

suggested framework for FbE management into 

practise. Overall, implementing the suggested 

framework will require a co-management 

approach (sharing tasks among various FbE 

stakeholders) (Bower et al., 2017).  

CONCLUSIONS:   

While the FbE concept is now a common 

practise in industrialised nations, the Indian 

tourism industry is still adjusting to it. The 

implementation of this idea in India also faces 

a number of difficulties, such as the need for 

infrastructure development, a lack of 

investment support, risks of environmental 

damage, a lack of policies for both regulating 

and promoting this sector, and the requirement 

to incorporate the concerns of various 

stakeholders in the process.  
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