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ABSTRACT 
The Human-Wildlife Conflict (HWC) is a common problem from the past and has become a 
very danger issue around the globe. Increase human activities into protected area leads to 
Human Wildlife Conflict (HWC) which is also known as Man-Wildlife conflict. Loss of crop, 
property, livestock and human causalities are the very serious problems of HWC. Out of 
these problems’ human killing and killing of livestock are major problems of such kind of 
conflict. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

arth is the only planet proven to support 

life is endowed with a wide variety of 

flora and fauna right from algae to the 

higher plants further to the more complex 

human being. The variety of life forms in the 

planet never ceases to amaze anyone. Despite 

of such diversity, these life forms are 

interlinked with one another and as such, 

dependent on each other for survival. For 

instance, certain carnivorous species like the 

felines (tiger, panther and so on) feed on other 

animals like the deer or the boars for survival, 

even a large number of human beings devour 

delicious prepared from other animals such as 

the poultry, lamb fish etc. as such an alteration 

in the number of one species of living form, 

may directly and indirectly have a bearing on 

the survival of other species too. In near 

protected area presence of one animal may 

affect presence of another animal. Like if 

people are living nearby protected area 

presence of big cats can adversely affect on 

livestock animal, sometimes big cats enter in 

human activities area and they lifting the 

domestic animal such as cattle, goats etc and 

sometimes they killed human also. As per The 

World-Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) has 

officially defined human and wildlife conflict 
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as ‘any interaction between human and wildlife 

that result in negative impacts on human social, 

economic or cultural life, on the conservation of 

wildlife population or on the environment’. 

Causes of Human-Wildlife Conflict (HWC) 
 

1. Human population growth: Human 

population is increasing year by year but land is 

not expanded, land is limited, human 

population grow, settlement expanded into 

surrounding protected area. 

2. Land use formation: Conflict is increase by 

land use fragmentation and development of 

small farming nearby protected area. People 

nearby protected area started doing small scale 

farming and these crops create favourable 

habitats and play a major role in influencing the 

natural distribution and abundance of wildlife 

communities. 

3. Species habitat loss, degradation and 

fragmentation: Species habitat loss, 

degradation and fragmentation are also 

interconnected with population growth and land 

use change., shifting of forest area into 

agriculture and grazing land. 

4. Growing interest in eco-tourism and 

increasing access to natural reserve: Public 

interest towards forest species and large 

carnivores is growing so presence of people in 

protected affected to the normal life of wild so 

conflict happened between to them and 

casualties happened. 

5. Increasing livestock population: Growing 

population density of livestock can create 

overlap of diets and forage competition with 

wild herbivore, which leads to decline in 

grazing area and livestock start to enter in 

protected area. 

6. Abundance and distribution of wild prey: 

When native prey is abundant wild predators 

consume it in preference to livestock and that 

impoverishment of prey populations is one of 

the major causes of carnivores shifting their 

diets to livestock. 

7. Climate Factor: Climate factor also one of 

the reasons for HWC, due to climate change 

animals and human changing their habitat and 

their area. 

Impacts of Human Wildlife Conflict (HWC) 
 

Due to HWC mainly two types of Impact can 

be happened on human and their activities area 

which is visible and hidden impact. 

Visible Impact of Human Wildlife Conflict 
 

In visible impact, there are injuries, fatality, 

crop and livestock losses come under in this 

impact. All around the global loss of human is 

very common due this conflict. In case of India 

around more than 400 people died due to 

Human- Elephant conflict and it’s happened 

with low socioeconomic background people. In 

India elephant lost almost 3 million us dollar 

value of agriculture crops and damage 10000 to 

15000 houses annually. Loss of domestic 

animals adversely impact on human. Because 

many people are getting their income from 

these animals so loss of these animals can 

adversely affect on their livelihood. Such 

human livelihood loss often sparks retaliatory 

on wild animal and due to this action population 

of wild animal decreasing year by year. 

Hidden Impact of Human Wildlife Conflict 
 

Hidden impacts of human–wildlife conflict 

may be defined as costs characterized as 

uncompensated, temporally delayed, 

psychological or social in nature. The term 

hidden means indirect and secondary impact. 

Hidden impact includes disturbance in 

psychological states of mind through loss of 

human life, crops, livestock and family income. 

Hidden impact included two impacts which is 

opportunity cost and transaction cost. 

Consequences happened in psychological view 

and disturbance in nutritional and affected on 

livelihood by visible impact. 
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Management of HWC and Mitigating 

Approaches 

Increasing of human population and livestock 

are increasing demand on natural resources and 

also growing pressure of access land. It is very 

difficult of eradicate HWC in near future but 

with the help of some approaches can mitigate 

these conflicts. 

1. Barriers: Barriers are manmade; it is help to 

stop overlapping of local communities and 

wildlife. Surrounding area of Ranthambore 

national park and Gir national parks people 

started to established wire fencing, chain link 

fencing around the agriculture field so that wild 

animal stops to come in agriculture filed. And 

forest department also could make boundary 

and wire chain fencing around park so local 

communities will not go into park along with 

livestock and will not go for cutting wood. 

2. Guarding: Guarding is also a popular 

preventative strategy in some parts of Indi, few 

study conducted in Sariska and Ranthambore 

tiger reserve shows that people are giving 

guarding for their crops so that can prevent 

from wild animal. This method needs additional 

labour. 

3. Relocation: If the alternative land incentive 

is available, local people could be offered 

alternative incentive for settlement in safe area. 

Resettlement scheme is help to prevent 

overlapping of human and wildlife conflict. 

4. Compensation System: HWC result 

economic cost to human population and 

compensation is a measure which aims to 

alleviate conflict by reimbursing people for 

their losses. 

5. Insurance programme: Livestock and crop 

insurance is proposed as an innovative scheme 

to reduce and mitigating the problems due to 

HWC, its launched in most the protected area 

but it has to be launch on broadly level. Such 

kind of programme very useful for the people 

who highly depends on agricultural and 

livestock and can live their life normally after 

getting amount as insurance. 

6. Conservation Education for Local 

Populations: Education and training activities 

initially in schools or in adult education arenas 

such as farmer field schools, farmers field 

school is very helpful to disseminative 

innovative ideas regarding how to save yourself 

and crop from wildlife conflict. 

7. Wildlife Translocation: It is dangerous for 

humans and their activities if wild animals feel 

problematic in particular area killing many 

domestic animals and human. Translocation of 

such wild animals to new site is useful in 

changing their habitat. 

8. Habitat Restoration: Regeneration of 

forests outside reserves and restoration of 

degraded habitats by afforestation schemes 

would significantly expand the habitat for the 

wildlife in its ecosystem. 

CONCLUSION 
 

Protected area covered almost five per cent of 

geographical area of India and nearly 22 per 

cent covered by forest area. Increase in human 

population and livestock population is main 

cause of Human wildlife conflict. HWC leads 

the loss of human life, destruction of crops and 

domestic livestock. Due to this people near 

protected area are suffering from many 

problems to cultivate crops and grazing their 

livestock in protected areas. Many studies 

showed humans getting loss due to HWC. It’s 

very difficult to control HWC fully but can 

mitigate through some strategies like 

compensation, education, artificial barrier, 

relocation etc. Now a days HWC is also results 

in decreasing wild animal’s population due 

retaliatory process by human. 
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